Sunday, September 18th - Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: Anticipated Mass at 4 pm

(Organ & Cantor)

Sunday: 9 am (Organ, Cantor & Choir

September - May)

11 am (Organ & Cantor), 5 pm (Organ & Cantor)
Monday & Wednesday: 6:15 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5:30 pm;
Saturday: 8 am
First Saturday
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 7:30 am
Followed by Mass at 8 am
Fatima Votive Mass
13th of May, June, July, September, October
and August 19th at 5:30 pm
Monthly Peace Mass
First Tuesday of the month at 5:30 pm
Monthly Holy Hour: 3rd Monday of the month
5:30—6:30 pm in Church

CONTACT US
2319 JOHNSTON ST., LAFAYETTE, LA 70503
Pastor.............................. Rev. Msgr. Jefferson DeBlanc, Jr.
Parochial Vicar...................................... Rev. Randall Moreau
Deacons ........................ Timothy Maragos & Randy Hyde
Administrator ............................................... Stephanie Supple
Dir. of Communications / Marketing . DD McElligott
Bookkeeper ...................................................... Annie Governale
Dir. of Music/Organist/Choir Director ... Keith D’Anna
Bulletin Editor ......................................................... Keith D’Anna
Church Office ........................................................(337) 232-8945
Church Fax .............................................................. (337) 232-0323
Church Website ........................www.fatimalafayette.org
Religious Education Coordinator ........... Elaine Trahan

OFFICE HOURS—Monday thru Thursday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Saturday 3:00 to 3:50 p.m.; Sunday 8:30 to 8:50, 10:30 to 10:50 and 4:30 to 4:50; First
Saturday 7:30 to 7:50 a.m.; Monday & Wednesday 5:45 to 6:05 a.m.; Tuesday, Thursday & Friday4:30 to 5:20 p.m.
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament is celebrated on Saturday or Sunday per your request. Contact the parish office to schedule your child’s Baptism. Please contact the parish office before the baby is born for required classes.
Sponsors are to be confirmed and practicing Catholics who attend Sunday Mass.
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Arrangements are to be made with the Church office, if at all possible, at least ONE
YEAR in advance. To avoid scheduling conflicts, all wedding dates must be confirmed with Stephanie Supple, who should be
the first point of contact for the couple. Please visit our Parish Website to review guidelines, and details of paperwork and
preparation requirements.

Some Pastoral Perspectives: Certain Complex Situations *
Mixed marriages are those between
Catholics and persons baptized in a nonCatholic Christian faith community.
These marriages “‘have their own particular nature, but they contain numerous
elements that could well be made good
use of and developed, both for their intrinsic value and for the contribution that they can make to the ecumenical movement.’” There should be
cordial cooperation in marriage preparation and in the wedding ceremony between the Catholic and nonCatholic ministers.
If a Catholic marries an unbaptized person, that is a marriage that involves disparity of cult. These marriages
face unique challenges, yet they are opportunities for the “‘the Gospel to immerse itself in these situations
[and] make possible the upbringing of their children in the Christian faith.’”
For mixed marriages and for disparity of cult marriages, “the Catholic party confirms the obligations, which
have been made known to the non-Catholic party, of preserving his or her own faith and ensuring the baptism and education of the children in the Catholic Church.” **
Jesus offers His limitless love to each person with no exceptions. Some people experience same-sex attraction, “a situation not easy for parents or for children.” The Church offers pastoral guidance to those with a homosexual orientation so that they “can receive the assistance they need to understand and fully carry out
God’s will in their lives.” Our diocese has a program entitled “Courage: Same Sex Attraction Support Group,”
for persons with same-sex attraction and who desire assistance in living chastely according to the teachings
of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church. There is more information on this webpage: https://
diolaf.org/courage-same-sex-attraction-support-group.

Single-parent families exist for a variety of reasons. Single parents should receive “‘encouragement and support for other families in the Christian community and from the parish’s pastoral outreach. Often these families endure other hardships, such as economic difficulties, uncertain employment prospects, problems with
child support and lack of housing.’”
The death of a loved one is a particular challenge in family life. Death makes its sting in the loss of a spouse,
child, sibling, or parent. Grieving takes time. Yet, we should look to the future. Our faith reveals that life does
not end with death. Our dear ones are no longer physically present. They are with the Lord. We continue to
love them and maintain fellowship with them especially by prayer. The Catechism teaches that our prayer for
the dead “is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their intercession for us effective.” *** Our
prayer for them and their prayer for us! Many saints affirmed that after their death they would continue to do
good and to be near their beloved ones.
The better we live on this earth, the greater the happiness we will be able to share with our
loved ones in heaven. The more we are able to mature and develop in this world, the more gifts
will we be able to bring to the heavenly banquet.

Next Week: Towards a Better Education of Children
*

**
***

Unless otherwise indicated, quotes are from Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia: On Love in the Family, Apostolic Exhortation (Huntington,
IN: Our Sunday Visitor, 2016), Chapter Six, sections 231-258. Words in bold print or in italics have been highlighted by me for emphasis.
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Second Edition (New York: Doubleday, 1995), § 1635.
Catechism, § 958.
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17 Sat. 4:00 p.m. Vigil:

† The Nugier Family, †
Vivian Boudreaux, †
Ashely Cormier, † Ernest & Mary Catherine
Bouvier, † Amanda
Claire Judice, Lynn
Kallam Ditch, James
Judice, Randy Judice,
† Gervis F. LeBlanc, †
Edwina Smith Hernandez, † Mr. & Mrs. Stephen R. Moore, Sr., Mr. & Mrs. Frederick J. Forstall, Avis Moore Rupert, Ryan Robert Guilbeau, †
Derald & Lillian Manuel & The Huval & Lormand Families, †
Ivy & Verna Judice, † Rosamaria Reyes-Silva, † Douglas
Touchet, † Mary Pham, † Huynh Pham, † Elizabeth Pham, †
Peter Tu Pham, † Maria Rieu Tran, † Danh Nguyen; Living: Lil
Desormeaux, Percy Boudreaux; Living & Deceased Members
of: Michael & Fred Landry & Family, The Judice, Kallam,
Langlinais, & Hamilton Families, The Catholic Daughters of
the Americas, The Butcher, Smith, & Broussard Families
18 Sun. 9:00 a.m.: Fatima Parishioners / Pro-Populo
11:00 a.m.: † The Rena & Thomas D. Guidry, Jr.
Family, † Faye Marie Gesser, † Ronald J. Lalonde, Sr., † Col.
Thomas N. & Lena B. Ritchie; Living: Elizabeth Swan
5:00 p.m.: † Gerald A. Moresi

19 Mon. 6:15 a.m.: † Poor Souls in Purgatory

In Jesus’ parable of the
Unjust Steward, we encounter a financial manager who has wasted his
master’s wealth and faces
dismissal from his position. To overcome the crisis confronting him, the
steward reduces some very considerable debts owed
by poor neighbors to his master in order to help
them out. Though the steward has sinned against
God and his master by squandering what belongs to
someone else, both the prudent way in which he
goes about resolving the crisis coupled with relieving
people who are in need can be seen as a way to better steward the gifts entrusted to us by God. Although good stewards today acknowledge that they
may never use their God given gifts in a way that
completely conforms to the demands of the Gospel,
a commitment to using their gifts with prudence
and for the purpose of helping their neighbors wins
God’s favor.

Weekend of September 3/4
Weekly Offertory Budget ........................................ $16,346.15
Total Offertory Received ........................................... $14,692.11
Weekly Budget (Over +, Under -) ....................... -$1,654.04
Total Mercy Works .......................................................... $671.00
Building & Maintenance ............................................$1,416.00
Weekend of September 10/11

20 Tues. 5:30 p.m.: † Poor Souls in Purgatory

Weekly Offertory Budget ........................................ $16,346.15
Total Offertory Received ......................................... $12,453.06
Weekly Budget (Over +, Under -) .......................-$3,893.09
Total Mercy Works ......................................................... $423.00
Catholic University.......................................................... $761.00

21 Wed. 6:15 a.m.: † Gervis F. LeBlanc
22 Thur. 5:30 p.m. Living: Leola Perrien

PAVE THE WAY—$43, 169.00

23 Fri. 5:30 p.m.: † Poor Souls in Purgatory
24 Sat. 8:00 a.m.: † Sue Rodriguez
4:00 p.m. Vigil: † The Nugier Family, † Amanda Claire

Judice, Lynn Kallam Ditch, James Judice, Randy Judice, †
Gervis F. LeBlanc, † Dale Cleveland, † Faye Marie Gesser, †
Andre S. DuBois, Jr., † Edwina Smith Hernandez, † Mr. & Mrs.
Stephen R. Moore, Sr., Mr. & Mrs. Frederick J. Forstall, Avis
Moore Rupert, Ryan Robert Guilbeau, † Rosamaria ReyesSilva, † Josephine Dinh, † Kim-Anh Dinh, † Johnathan Nguyen, † Marie Nguyen, † Angel Nguyen, † Andrea Nguyen, †
Anna Nguyen; Living: Msgr. Jefferson DeBlanc, Percy Boudreaux; Living & Deceased Members of: The Bouvier & Boudreaux Families, Michael & Fred Landry & Family, The Judice,
Kallam, Langlinais, & Hamilton Families, Lebodier Lavergne
Family

25 Sun. 9:00 a.m.: Living: Kent & Charlotte Huval
11:00 a.m.: Fatima Parishioners / Pro-Populo
5:00 p.m.: † Saleh Canavati, † Col. Thomas N. &

Lena B. Ritchie
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Heavenly Father, September
is a month that offers hope
for things to come: our daily
life has a new rhythm, there
are new beginnings and new
encounters, and a new energy is seen in the parish community.
In this month of accelerating activities, keep us
mindful that we live for Christ and not for ourselves.
Give us the strength and the wisdom to be “Doers” of
Your Word, and not just listeners; to be good stewards of the Gospel each and every day.
In this month of transition help us find a deeper spiritual balance in our lives that takes time for you, listens to the promptings of your Spirit and give us
hope that the body of Christ has well begun the
transformation of a troubled world. We ask this
through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever.
Amen.

Our Lady of Fatima has recently launched a new parish organization—the Fatima Family Altar Association. Vitality
members brought this suggestion to Msgr., and it has been
developed and approved. The main goal is to have a volunteer organization for families, where mom, dad, and children
serve together and separately.
The organization has volunteer opportunities to care for our
Church, fundraising, annual gumbo fundraiser picnic volunteers, men and women to help decorate our church for
events and holidays, and many MORE opportunities.
Sign up online through our webpage at
www.fatimalafayette.org
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL NEWS

KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS NEWS

Library 40 Book Dash—To kick off our
AR Program this year and get the kids
excited about reading, we are challenging the students with our 1st annual 40
Book Dash! Grade-level homerooms
(2nd—8th) will compete against each other to see who can get the first 40 books read the fastest!
Students will be given 3 weeks to work together and get
to the end zone (40 books) before time is up. Our competing classes will be cheered on by our PK4-1st grade
“cheerleaders” by reading 40 books of their own as a
grade level. See the Weekly Warrior Beat for more details.

“Mother Teresa: No Greater Love” Premieres at the Vatican.

September 19-30 .......................Library 40 Book Dash Competition
September 19-23 ........................................................................... Coat Drive
September 19 ....................................................................... House meeting
September 20 .................................................................... 8th grade retreat
September 20 ............................................. Foundation Board Meeting
September 20 .............................................. Safe Environment Training
September 21 ................................................................................No Bus Day
September 21 .....................................................................Vision Screening
September 23 ........................ Anything But a Backpack Fundraiser
September 23 ............................................................................. School Mass

Pope Francis receives Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly in
audience and expresses support for the new film.

The much-anticipated documentary Mother Teresa: No
Greater Love premiered in Vatican City on Wednesday,
Aug. 31, at the prestigious Filmoteca Vaticana. Earlier that
day, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly, an executive producer
of the feature-length documentary, presented Pope Francis with a copy of the film at a general audience in Paul VI
hall.

Pope Francis is joined by a delegation of the Knights
of Columbus and Missionaries of Charity following his
general audience in Paul VI hall on Aug. 31 where Supreme Knight Kelly presented him with a DVD copy
of Mother Teresa: No Greater Love. (Photo: Vatican Me-

dia)

“I was very happy to present a copy of the documentary
to Pope Francis, who received it with enthusiasm,” said
Supreme Knight Kelly. “When Mother Teresa was feeding
the hungry or holding the hands of someone as they lay
dying, she was treating them as she would the most important person in her life, Jesus Christ himself. Our hope is
that Mother Teresa: No Greater Love will inspire a new
generation to carry on her mission.”
In a letter to the supreme knight, the pope expressed
gratitude to the filmmakers, writing, “Thank you for all the
efforts made to capture the life of this saint whose life and
testimony have borne much fruit.” The Holy Father added
that he hoped “the documentary will do much good to all
those who watch it and arouse the desire for holiness.”

Mother Teresa: No Greater Love will debut in more than
St. Thomas More Catholic High School
welcomes all 8th grade prospective students and parents to attend Open
House on Thursday, October 13, with
continuous tours from 4—7 p.m. For
more information, contact Robyn Alfonso at 988-7779, ext. 187 or robyn.alfonso@stmcougars.net
or visit stmcougars.net/admissions.
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900 theaters across the United States on Monday, Oct. 3,
and Tuesday, Oct. 4. For more information, including theater locations, ticket purchases and the film’s trailer, visit www.motherteresamovie.com
Produced by the Knights of Columbus in partnership with
the Missionaries of Charity, Mother Teresa: No Greater
Love was filmed on five continents and is part of Fathom
Events’ Saint Series, a curated collection of films chronicling the lives of Catholic saints.

WHEN
Saturday, 09/24/2022 from
10:00 am to 12:00 Noon
WHERE
103 Amaryllis Drive, Lafayette, LA 70503

America Needs Fatima’s life-like statue of
Our Lady of Fatima will be displayed in our
home for all to venerate. This beautiful image of the blessed Mother and Her message will surely stir your soul.
The Marian program features an inspiring
audio-visual presentation on the 1917 miraculous Fatima apparitions, followed by a
group Rosary. America Needs Fatima custodians will be displaying a wide selection
of fine religious articles, such as hand-crafted crucifixes, statues, rosaries, medals and books.
For more information, call: Carolyn Abdalla or Glenda Mathers at 337-232-1848 Holy Trinity CRC

Don’t miss this unique opportunity!

THE VOCATION CROSS

PRAYER CALENDAR FOR PRIESTS
Monday, September 19
Very Rev. Chester Arceneaux, VF
Tuesday, September 20
Rev. Michael Arnaud
Wednesday, September 21
Rev. Emmanuel Awe, SSJ
Thursday, September 22
Rev. Alfred Ayem, SVD
Friday, September 23
Rev. Matthew Barzare
Saturday, September 24
Rev. Herbert Bennerfield
Sunday, September 25
Rev. Lloyd F. Benoit

Please prayerfully consider signing up to take home our Parish
Vocations Prayer Cross for one
week throughout the year. Your
family will have the privilege that
week to take the cross and set it
up in your home, pray together
for our priests, and pray for an
increase in vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. Call
the office during regular business
hours (337.232.8945).

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SACRAMENTALS AND SPECIAL BLESSINGS
Sacred Heart Enthronements: Call the Parish Office to schedule your Sacred Heart Home Enthronement. Promoters go
into the home to conduct the Enthronement, which follows a 9 day period of prayer by the family.
Prayer for Cancer Patients: A statue of St. Peregrine, patron of cancer patients, is made available to go into the homes of
those diagnosed with cancer. This statue of St. Peregrine was acquired from a convent in the city of Lille, northern France.
The statue was hand-painted by nuns in the mid 1900s. Call the parish office to get on the roster.
The Blessing of the Unborn Child: Follows the Sunday 9:00 and 11:00 am Masses on the 1st weekend of the month. All expectant mothers and their families are encouraged to take advantage of this most special blessing.
Send the names of those who have left the church to St. Monica Sodality, C/O St. John Cantins Parish, 825 N. Carpenter
Street, Chicago, IL 60622-5499. The Sodality will include your loved ones in their prayers and sacrifices. When all other efforts fail, the only thing left to do is pray and sacrifice. Consider joining the St. Monica Sodality. Writing to the above address will give you information on how to do so and the requirements for membership.
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ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

MONTHLY EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION

The Adoration Chapel of the Little Shepherds in
Knight Hall is open Monday through Thursday from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Friday from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. (excluding First Friday which takes place beginning at 6:00 p.m. on First Friday until 8:00 a.m. on
First Saturday). The following days & hours are in need
of additional adorers:

Monthly Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
takes place in Church this Monday, September 19th from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. The sequence of events is as follows:

Monday at 10 a.m. & 3 p.m.; Tuesday at 11 a.m. , 1 & 2 p.m.;
Wednesday at 9 a.m.; Thursday at 9:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.;
Friday at 6:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Please consider committing
to an hour listed above.
Call the parish office
during regular business hours
at 337-232-8945 or email DD at
office@fatimalafayette.org

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Hymn: O Salutaris, Hostia
Reading
Psalm Response (chanted)
Short Homily
20 minutes of silent adoration
Recitation of the Rosary or the
Divine Mercy Chaplet
8. Benediction
9. Hymn: Tantum Ergo
10. Blessing of people with Monstrance
11. Divine Praises
12. Reposition
13. Hymn: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

SANCTUARY LAMP

COME, LORD JESUS BIBLE STUDY
Mondays 5:30 pm (WOMEN)
DD McElligott, Email: office@fatimalafayette.org
Tuesdays 6:30 pm (WOMEN)
Email: Stef.Buchholz1@gmail.com
Thursdays 6:00 am (MEN)
Joe Wolf, 337-349-2645
6:00 am (MEN)
Deacon Tim Maragos, 337-298-5516
10:00 am (WOMEN)
Jennifer Connolly, 337-288-4386
Saturdays 8:00 am
Ann Pesacreta, 337-739-5903
First Saturday 9:00 am after Mass & Film

PARISH REPRESENTATIVES

Chapel of the Little Shepherds
September 11th—October 16th
In Memory of Douglas Touchet
Church
September 11th—18th
In Honor of Nelson & Jose Villanueva
Msgr. DeBlanc’s Chapel
September 11th—September 18th
In Memory of Ivy & Verna Judice

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH
Billy Bernard, Ted Langlinais, Dr. Lynn LeBlanc
Joseph Randazzo, Patty Williams
ST. GEMMA FOODBANK

Jill Jordan or DD McElligott, office@fatimalafayette.org

Items Needed:

LEGION OF MARY

10 of one of the items below:

Please join the Legion of Mary
Prayer Meeting on Fridays at 1:00
p.m. in the Knight Hall Conference Room located behind the
church. If you would like to join
Mary’s Army and can’t attend the
weekly meeting, you can still join
the Legion! There are two types of memberships. Active
Members—meet weekly and assist with works of Mercy and
the Parish. Auxiliary Members—Pray the Rosary along with
the Legion of Mary Prayers daily from home. Please call or
text Hugh Prats for information at 337-442-4121. Please review the website for more information. https://
www.legionofmary.ie/.

Donations can be left in the wooden box in
front of the St. Joseph Altar
or dropped at the Parish Office
during regular business hours.
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Bag of cookies
Pringles
Laundry Pods
Macaroni and Cheese
Ramen noodles
Shampoo
Conditioner
Toothpaste

INTRODUCING OLF SCHOOL’S FATHERS MINISTRY—IRON SHARPENS IRON
There has been a ministry for Fatima school moms (Mary's Mothers) for the past few years and now it's time
for the dads! We all have 168 hours each week that are mostly filled with work, kids activities, household responsibilities, and everything in between, but most guys neglect making time to spend with like hearted men
to discuss the everyday struggles of life and grow their faith. Proverbs 27:17 reads, "As iron sharpens iron, so
one man sharpens another." Through weekly small group meetings, we will work together to "sharpen another" with the goal of deepening our relationships with Jesus and becoming better husbands, fathers and
friends. To learn more and to sign-up, please contact Fatima dad Andrew Mims at 337-739-4551
or andrewbmims@gmail.com for more information.

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
This Sunday, September 18th is Catechetical Sunday. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all Catholics to rededicate themselves to the mission of handing on
the faith and being a witness to the Gospel as a community of faith.
The cooperation of a great many people is needed if individuals and communities
are to grow to full maturity in faith through prayer and the celebration of the sacraments, through study, and through their way of living. Those who devote themselves to the ministry of catechesis play a vital role in the Church’s pastoral activity. Enlightened by God’s Word and the teaching of the Church, and inspired by
their own life of prayer and witness, catechists lead others to know the living Jesus Christ through word and deed. Through the ministry of catechesis, catechists
provide a process of initiation and formation for those in their care, introducing
them to the truths of faith, which they themselves have learned, lived, and celebrated.
Thank you to all of the catechists in our parish and our school who teach in the
Church’s name and about Jesus by the way they live. We also honor parents and guardians on this day, since
they are the true first catechists, sharing the Catholic faith with their families.

ALTAR SERVERS WANTED!
Our Lady of Fatima is looking for more young Catholics (5th grade and
up) who are committed to serving God liturgically through the Mass.
If you are interested in deepening your love for Christ and the Mass
along with furthering your involvement in the liturgical celebration of
Christ’s love for us and His Church, please contact the parish office
during regular business hours to learn how you can become an Altar
Server.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT ST. JOSEPH DINER AND FOOD BANK
Volunteers are needed at St. Joseph Diner and FoodNet Food Bank! Weekday and Weekend shifts. Individuals and Groups. Family-Friendly. Visit
catholiccharitiesacadiana.org to sign up. Contact Community Engagement
Coordinator, Sarah Baquet, to inquire at 337-235-4972, ext. 1222 or email Sarah at sarahb@catholiccharitiesacadiana.org.
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SAINTS IN HEAVEN—OUR EXTENDED FAMILY
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Saint Alonso de Orozco Mena

Born: October 17, 1500 at Oropesa, Toledo, Spain; Died: September 19, 1591 in
the College of the Incarnation, Madrid,
Spain of natural causes; Canonized: May
19, 2002 by Pope John Paul II

ter
American soldiers
brought
home
stories of
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Saint Lawrence Mary Joseph Imbert Padre
Pio following
Born to a
WWII,
poor farm
the priest
family.
himself
Studied at
became
the Fora point of
eign Mispilgrimsion Semiage for
nary at
both the
Paris,
pious
France in
and the curious. He would hear confes1818. Orsions by the hour, reportedly able to
dained on
read the consciences of those who held
December
back. Reportedly able to bilocate, levi18, 1819.
tate, and heal by touch. Founded the
Missionary
House for the Relief of Suffering in 1956,
to China,
a hospital that serves 60,000 a year. In
leaving in 1820. Taught at the College
the 1920’s he started a series of prayer
General, Penang from April 1821 to Jangroups that continue today with over
uary 1822. Missionary for two years in
400,000 members worldwide.
Tonkin, Indochina (modern Viet Nam).
Missionary for twelve years in the
His canonization miracle involved the
Szechuan province of China. Founded a
cure of Matteo Pio Colella, age 7, the
seminary in Moupin. Named Vicar Apson of a doctor who works in the House
ostolic of Korea and titular bishop of
for Relief of Suffering, the hospital in
Capsa in April 26, 1836. Arrested with
San Giovanni Rotondo founded by Patwo of his priests, Saint Jacques Honore
dre Pio. On the night of June 20, 2000,
Chastan and Saint Peter Maubant, in
Matteo was admitted to the intensive
1839 for the crime of evangelization.
care unit of the hospital with meningiTortured and martyred.
tis. By morning, doctors had lost hope
for him as nine of the boy’s internal orBorn: March 23, 1796 in Marigane,
gans had ceased to give signs of life.
France; Died: beheaded on September
That night, during a prayer vigil attend21, 1839 at Saenamt’o, Korea; Canonized:
ed by Matteo’s mother and some CapuMay 6, 1984 by Pope John Paul II
chin friars of Padre Pio’s monastery, the
child’s condition improved suddenly.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
When he awoke from the coma,
Saint Padre Pio
Matteo said that he had seen an elderly
man with a white beard and a long,
Born to a southern Italian farm family,
brown habit, who said to him: “Don’t
the son of Grazio, a shepherd. At age 15 worry, you will soon be cured.” The mirhe entered the novitiate of the Capuacle was approved by the Congregachin friars in Morcone, Italy and joined
tion and Pope John Paul II on Decemthe order at age 19. Suffered several
ber 20, 2001.
health problems, and at one point his
family thought he had tuberculosis.
Born: May 25, 1887 at Pietreicina, BeneOrdained at age 22 on August 10, 1910.
vento, Italy as Francesco Forgione;

Son of the governor of a castle. Studied
at Talavera de la Reina. Studied music
and served as choir boy in the cathedral of Toledo, Spain for three years.
Attended the University of Salamanca,
Spain at age 14. Joined the Augustinians in his early 20’s. Spiritual student of
Saint Thomas of Villanova. Ordained in
1527. Noted preacher. Augustinian prior
in Seville, Spain. Missionary to Mexico in
1549, but his severe arthritis caused his
doctors to send him back to Spain. Prior of the convent in Valladolid, Spain in
1554. Preacher to the court of emperor
Charles V, moving with the court to
Madrid in 1561. He refused to accept the
standard royal stipends, and lived as a
humble monk. His door was always
open to anyone seeking spiritual guidance, he spent his free time visiting the
sick in hospital, prisoners in jail, and the
poor living on the street. Noted writer
in Spanish and Latin, including histories
of the Augustinians. Had a great devotion to the Virgin Mary. Helped found
While praying before a cross, he reAugustinian monasteries and convents,
ceived the stigmata on September 20,
and to advance reforms within the Or1918, the first priest ever to be so
der.
blessed. As word spread, especially af-
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Died: September 23, 1968 in San Giovanni Rotondo, Foggia, Italy of natural
causes; Canonized: June 16, 2002 by
Pope John Paul II at Rome, Italy

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS, MINISTRIES AND INFORMATION
Parish Organizations

MARRIAGE / FAMILY LIFE

may schedule
meetings
by contacting
Stephanie Supple at
the Parish Office
ssupple@fatimalafayette.org

“Women of Grace”
Women’s Group

Mommy Meals
Outreach to new moms
Mercy Meal Team
Outreach to the sick
St. Gemma Food Bank
Outreach to the needy
Mary’s Mothers
Formation for mothers
of school age children

Catholic Daughters
3rd Thursday, 6 pm
Knights of Columbus
2nd Monday, 6:30 pm
Sts. Joachim & Anne
Society
nd
2 Tuesday, 9 am
Fatima Mercy Works
Monthly outreach to needy

Youth Formation
th
6 through 8th grade
Young Women of Grace and
Young Warriors
Legion of Mary
Weekly Meetings are held
on Fridays at 1:00 p.m.
in the Knight Hall
Conference Room

Engaged Couples
Attend a Catholic Engaged
Encounter Weekend. The weekend is
open to any engaged couple
wanting to prepare for a deeper
more meaningful life together. For
more information contact Paul &
Carolyn Trahan at 337.254.8947 or
337.898.9257 or
cee.trahan@gmail.com.

Natural Family Planning
Natural Family Planning Courses are
held in conjunction with marital
prep. For more information, contact
the Parish Office during regular
business hours.

Reclaim

PRO-LIFE APOSTOLATE
Project Rachel
A post abortion healing and reconciliation program for those suffering the
negative effects of an abortion experience. Individual sessions are offered
where one can receive the healing
grace of God through a 9-10 step
healing program. Take the first step
and call 337.261.5598.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
A Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend Retreat
is an opportunity for any man, woman, couple, grandparent, sibling, or
anyone who struggles with the emotional or spiritual pain of abortion.
Retreats begins at 6:00 p.m. on Friday

Sexual Health Catholic Recovery
Program: reclaimsexualhealth.com
(online help 24/7)

Porn Addiction Support
Group for Men
Weekly meetings are held for one
hour and fifteen minutes. Strict
confidentiality is observed. A
confidentiality statement is signed
by each prospective member of the
group. Call and leave a confidential
message at 337.945.3995 for more
information.

and concludes at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. For more information please call
337.261.5598.

Project Joseph

(for men suffering after abortion)
In honor of the year of St. Joseph, the
Office of Pro-Life Apostolate has begun planning the Diocese of Lafayette’s first Project Joseph Retreat
exclusively for men. This ministry offers men the opportunity to heal after

Healing Hearts

an abortion. Studies have shown that

A Catholic support group for
WOMEN, whose relationships have
been negatively impacted by
pornography addiction or the sexual
addiction of a spouse or loved one.
Meetings are held weekly, from
12:00—1:30 p.m. or in the evenings by
appointment. Strict confidentiality is
observed by all members. Call 337404-6113 for more information.

suffer from the detrimental effects of

Unplanned Pregnancy
Call 1.800.256.7222 for free
confidential counseling regarding
keeping or placing your baby.
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women are not the only ones who
abortion. Men are deeply affected as
well, although many remain in denial
and want to bury the feelings. Some
may have initially felt relief after their
partner’s abortion but now experience regret and remorse. If you or
someone you know would like to attend a Project Joseph Retreat, please
call 337.261.5598. We are happy to
speak with you and prepare you for
upcoming retreats.

