Sunday, January 3RD - Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Anticipated 4 p.m. (organ & cantor) Elderly Mass
Sunday—9:00 a.m. (organ & cantor);
11:00 a.m. (organ & cantor); 5:00 p.m. (organ & cantor)
Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:15 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday - 8:00 a.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 a.m. followed by recitation of the Rosary
Fatima Votive Mass: 13th of the Month, May - October | 5:30 p.m.
Monthly Peace Mass: First Tuesday of the month at 5:30 p.m.
This Mass heeds Our Lady’s call to pray for world peace and
conversion of hearts.

CONTACT US

2319 Johnston St., Lafayette, LA 70503
Pastor:.................................................................. Rev. Msgr. Jefferson DeBlanc
Parochial Vicar: .......................................................... Rev. Korey R. LaVergne
Deacon ........................................................................................... Timothy Maragos
Administrator:........................................................................... Stephanie Supple
Parish Secretary: ............................................................................ Mona Bouillion
Receptionist: ...................................................................................... D D McElligott
Bookkeeper:.................................................................................. Annie Governale
Director of Music, Organist, Choir Master ...................... Keith D’Anna
Bulletin Editor................................................................................. Keith D’Anna
Church Office: .................................................................................... (337) 232-8945
Church Fax:.......................................................................................... (337) 232-0323
School Office:......................................................................................(337) 235-2464
Church Website: .....................................................www.fatimalafayette.org
Office Hours ....................................... Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Sacrament of Penance
Saturday
1 hour prior to the Vigil Mass;
Sunday
30 minutes prior to Mass;
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
& First Saturday
30 minutes prior to Mass;
Tuesday & Thursday
1 hour prior to Mass

The Sacrament of Baptism

The Sacrament is celebrated

on the third Sunday of each
month, following the 11:00
a.m. Mass. Please contact the
parish office before the baby
is born for required classes.
Sponsors are to be confirmed
and practicing Catholics who
attend Sunday Mass.

The Sacrament of Matrimony

Due to a new “couple
mentoring” marriage
preparation program,
arrangements are to be made

with the Church office, if at all
possible, at least ONE YEAR in
advance. To avoid schedule
conflicts, all wedding dates
held at Our Lady of Fatima
must be confirmed with the
Parish Administrator, who
should be the first contact of
the couple. Please visit our
Parish Website to review
wedding and music
guidelines, and details of
paperwork and preparation
requirements.

the feast of the epiphany of the Lord
6 Things You Need to Know About Epiphany
1) What does the word “Epiphany” mean? It comes from Greek roots that mean “to show, to display” (phainein) and “on, to” (epi-). An epiphany is thus a time when something is shown, displayed, or
manifested to an audience.

2) What is the feast of the Epiphany about? According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The
Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The
great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with his baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast of Cana in Galilee.
In the magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the firstfruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation.
The magi’s coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in
the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be king of the nations.
Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship him as Son of God and Savior of the world only
by turning towards the Jews and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament.

3) Who were the Magi? Pope Emeritus Benedict explains: In the relevant sources, the concept of Magi ( majoi) encompasses a wide range of meanings, from the wholly positive to the wholly negative.
To the first of the four principal meanings, Magi are understood to be members of the Persian priestly caste.
In Hellenistic culture they were regarded as “rulers of a distinctive religion,” but at the same time their religious
ideas were thought to be “strongly influenced by philosophy,” so that the Greek philosophers have often been portrayed
as their pupils (cf. Delling, “magos,” p. 356).
No doubt this view contains some not easily definable elements of truth: after all, Aristotle himself spoke of the
philosophical work of the Magi (cf. ibid., p. 357).
The other meanings listed by Gerhard Delling are as follows: possessors and users of supernatural knowledge and
ability, magicians, and finally deceivers and seducers…
For the Magi in Matthew 2, it is the first of the four meanings that applies, at least in a broad sense. Even if they
were not exactly members of the Persian priesthood, they were nevertheless custodians of religious and philosophical
knowledge that had developed in that area and continued to be cultivated there [Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives]

4) Why did the Magi come to see Jesus? They apparently had material of a prophetic nature (some have suggested that
they got it from an eastern Jewish community, such as the one in Babylon) that allowed them to identify the birth of the
new “king of the Jews” astronomically.
They may have been especially motivated to come see this king of the Jews since there was an expectation at the
time that a universal ruler would shortly come from Israel. Pope Emeritus Benedict explains: We know from [the Roman
historians] Tacitus and Suetonius that speculation was rife at the time that the ruler of the world would emerge from Judah - an expectation that [the Jewish historian] Flavius Josephus applied to [the Roman emperor] Vespasian, consequently finding his way into the latter’s favor (cf. De Bello Judaico iii, 399-408) [Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives].

5) Why did they go to Herod? Probably, because they assumed the newborn king would be a son of Herod - the current
“king of the Jews.” Pope Emeritus Benedict comments: It is quite natural that their search for the newborn king of the
Jews should take them to Israel’s royal city and to the king’s palace. That, surely, is where the future king must have been
born [Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives].
This, of course, played into Herod’s paranoia for his throne and led to the slaughter of the innocents.

6) What was the star? It is hard to know. Some question whether the star was a natural phenomenon at all, pointing out
that it seems to lead the magi to Jerusalem, disappear, and then reappear and hover over the stable in Bethlehem.
But this isn’t what Matthew says. He does not say that the star led them to Jerusalem. They merely report that
they had seen the new king’s star “in the east” (Matthew 2:2; that is, back in their homeland), which is why they came to
Jerusalem.
What he does say is: When they had heard of the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen
in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was [Matthew 2:9]. This does not necessarily mean that the star appeared to move in the sky in a way that stars don’t ordinarily. Departing from Jerusalem at
night, they may have noted on the short (6 mile) trip to Bethlehem that the star was in front of them in the sky - a coincidence arranged by divine providence. Then, when they got to the stable, they noticed it was directly over the stable again, a coincidence arranged by divine providence but not necessarily an unusual motion for a star.
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4 Mon. 6:15 a.m.: Living & Deceased Members of the
5 Tue. 5:30 p.m.:
6 Wed. 6:15 a.m.:
7 Thu. 5:30 p.m.:
8 Fri. 6:15 a.m.:

Ison & Eva Fontenot Families
Janice Governale
Joe Canoe
Dr. Frem F. Boustany, Jr.
Eva Fontenot

9 Sat. 8:00 a.m.: Julien Marius Stokes &
Marius Coppello

4:00 p.m. Anticipated: Elden Butcher, The Nugier Family,

Edwina Smith Hernandez, Eva Fontenot, Ernest & Mary
Catherine Bouvier, Mr. & Mrs. James E. Tabor, Gerald & Alber2 Sat. 4:00 p.m. Anticipated: Elden Butcher, The Nugier
ta Gossen, Brian & Linda Snavely, Donald Urquhart, Amanda
Family, Vivian Boudreaux, Ernest & Mary Catherine Bouvier, Claire Judice, Lynn Kallam Ditch, James Judice; Living & DeAshley Cormier, Edwina Smith Hernandez, Eva Fontenot,
ceased Members of: Michael & Fred Landry & Family, The
Jay & Irene Dugas, Gerald & Alberta Gossen, Paul Domingue, Ison & Eva Fontenot Families, The Angelle Family, The LeDonald Urquhart, Amanda Claire Judice, Lynn Kallam Ditch, bodier Lavergne Family, The Judice, Kallam, Langlinais, &
James Judice; Living & Deceased Members of: Michael &
Hamilton Families; Living: Mark LeDoux, Angel Nguyen, AnFred Landry & Family, The Ison & Eva Fontenot Families, The drea Nguyen, Anna Nguyen
Hebert Family, The Caillouet, Henry, Randazzo, Costanza, &
Campos Families, The Judice, Kallam, Langlinais, & Hamilton
10 Sun. 9:00 a.m.: Hailey Hicks, Eva Fontenot, Elizabeth
Families; Living: Konner Melancon
Pham, Rickie Frioux; Living & Deceased Members of: Mr. &
Mrs. Louis David & Family, Mr. & Mrs. P.A. Kerne & Family,
3 Sun. 9:00 a.m.: Fatima Parishioners / Pro-Populo
The Ison & Eva Fontenot Families, The Caillouet, Henry,
11:00 a.m.: Albert Champagne
Randazzo, Costanza, & Campos Families; Living: Mary Pham,
Hoan Nguyen, Josephine Dinh, Michael Dinh, Nguyen Fami5:00 p.m.: Hailey Hicks, Eva Fontenot, Maria Nam ly
Dinh, Rickie Frioux; Living & Deceased Members of: The Ison
11:00 a.m.: Fatima Parishioners / Pro-Populo
& Eva Fontenot Families; Living: Grace Dinh, Sydney Nguyen, John The Baptist Toan Dinh
5:00 p.m.: Living: Easton Becnel & Parents

Today’s Gospel reading
reveals the story of the
magi who come from the
east to pay homage to
Jesus, the newborn king.
The story of the magi
teaches Christian
stewards three Christmas
truths: God, in the person
of Jesus Christ, is present and active in the world, and
good stewards strive daily to follow his star. Second,
each of us, no matter our circumstances or station in
life, has a gift to bring to the Lord. And finally, our life’s
journey always leads to Christ, even when at times we
do not know where the road is taking us.

6 things you can do for the poor
1.

The Weekend of December 20th
Weekly Offertory Budget ............................................ $15,384.62
Total Offertory Received ............................................... $10,188.57
Weekly Budget +Over, -Under .................................. -$5,195.75
Total Mercy Works................................................................. $195.00
Thanks to all of our parishioners who continue to
support our parish during these most difficult and
trying times.

Pray for the poor, and ask God to transform your
own attitudes about those in need, realizing that
all of us are poor in some way before God’s grace.
2. Pray for an opening of hearts in our parish community to the needs of the poor.
3. Collect food items for a food pantry in your community.
4. When it can be safely accomplished, volunteer to
assist a pantry for a day of sorting, bagging or distributing.
5. Make your won generous financial gift to an organization that serves the poor.
6. Think about ways to use your professional skills in a
volunteer capacity at your chosen anti-hunger organization. There are many programs, including
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) screening and application assistance centers, food banks, and other anti-hunger organizations, that can use your help to make sure that all
eligible people have access to nutrition assistance
and anti-hunger programs.
You will find joy in fulfilling these stewardship tasks
just as the prophet Isaiah found his gladness, causing
him to exclaim: “I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my
God is the joy of my soul” (Is. 61:10).
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The Message of Fatima and the Ten Commandments
In the Sphere of Heroism
But we must keep in mind that we will not be fulfilling [the Great Commandment to love God and neighbor] completely as long as we transgress any one of the various commandments given by God, all of which
are included in these two, to the extent that a violation of any one of them involves a sin against the commandment of charity. *
Sister Lúcia says that when we break the commandments in a serious matter, “the bond of charity, which binds us to God
and our neighbor, is broken.” Sin affects the entire Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, just as one ailing organ in the human body will affect the entire body. (Cf. 1 Corinthians 12:26). Lúcia reminds us poignantly that God too is offended by and
suffers because of sin. The Lord is eternally happy, but sin diminishes love in His Mystical Body.
With our transgression, we lessen the application of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ in ourselves and,
consequently, its fruit; we offend our neighbor by our bad example, either by leading them into evil ways or
by harming them in their rights, their health, their life, their possessions, their good name, honor, reputation, personal dignity.
But we also damage ourselves, depriving ourselves of the grace of God, putting ourselves in danger of eternal damnation, throwing away our personal dignity, our good name, honor, material, moral and spiritual
goods and, in many cases, even the possibility of exercising our freedom, since, as the Lord says: the sinner
becomes the slave of sin. We sacrifice our health and, very often, our temporal and eternal life. Sad consequences of our transgressing the Law of God!
“The Commandments are our best guardians; the best defense of human life.” What would the world be like if everyone
kept the Commandments! How different and better would it be! We would live in friendship with the Lord and with one
another, in the peace and happiness of a family of brothers and sisters under God our Father as we journey together to the
Kingdom of Heaven!
Sacrifices are needed to observe the commandments. We need to deny ourselves “in order to be pure, chaste, humble,
faithful to God and to our neighbor.” Think of the money “wasted on sinful amusements, in the indulgence of vices, on alcoholic drink, in cafés, in gambling—houses and places of licentious conduct, in luxuries and exaggerated vanities, on smoking, etc.! If we are foolish and selfish enough to waste completely what we could, and should, give to our brothers and sisters who are in need, cold and hungry, where, then, is our charity, our love of God and of our neighbor?”
Jesus takes us two giant leaps forward in our observance of the Great Commandment. First, as the Lord told Peter, we
must forgive seventy-seven times, that is, without limit. (Matthew 18:21-22). Lúcia wrote, “Where is our charity, if we cannot
forgive from our heart, or pay back good for evil? If we allow ourselves to be carried away by the spirit of vengeance, by envy, jealousy, prejudice, malevolence, hatred, etc.?”
Second, there is a higher step in the path of holiness that brings us into the sphere of heroism: loving as Jesus loves us, even
our enemies.
Jesus takes the perfection of love of God and of our neighbor even further. It is easy to love our friends; but
we also have to love our enemies, paying back with good the evil they have done to us. It is here that our
charity touches the sphere of heroism! The Lord gave his life for his friends and also for his enemies:
‘Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.’ (Lk 23:34). He asked pardon for his enemies and
wanted to save them, leaving an example to confirm what He had once said: “Love your enemies, do good

to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. (…) your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and selfish. Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:27, 35-36).
Ave Maria!

Next Week: The Fatima Message and the Rosary
*

Quotes from Lúcia may be found in chapter 33 of Calls from the Message of Fatima, Sister Lúcia of Jesus and of the
Immaculate Heart, Sisters of Mosteiro de Santa Maria, trans. (Fatima, Portugal: Secretariado dos Pastorinhos, 2000),
pp. 253-259.
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8 New year’s resolutions for catholics
1.

Increase your Marian Devotion: St. Louis de Montfort
reminds us that Mary is “the easiest, the shortest, the
most perfect means of approaching Jesus Christ.” Our
Lady wants us to love her Son, and she will lead us to
Him in a deeper way this New Year!
2. Make more time for spiritual reading: If you want to
make progress in your walk with God in 2021, spiritual
reading should be high on your list. Your best bet is to
stick to the classics written by saints known for their
practical spiritual wisdom.
3. Make good stewardship a lifestyle: We live in a world
of materialism and greed. Let’s keep in mind that we
are called to be good stewards of the gifts God has
given us. Spend your time, talents, and treasure for
God.
4. Share your Catholic Faith: You don’t have to be obnoxious or overbearing when sharing your faith. Just focus on doing simple things like being joyful in your
walk with Christ or inviting people to come to Mass
with you.
5. Bring back regular penances: Many Catholics don’t
know that Fridays outside of Lent are also days of abstinence or fasting. What small penitential practice
can you adopt for Fridays in 2021?
6. Go to Mass one extra day of the week: Mass is the
source and summit of our faith. Think of ways you can
arrange your schedule so that you can make it to
Mass one extra day each week. (Remember that daily
Masses are usually only 30 minutes long!
7. Pray the Rosary: No Catholic list of New Year’s resolutions would be complete without a daily rosary added
in. If you already pray the rosary daily, that is fantastic.
Maybe invite someone to say it with you!
8. Pick a new Saint buddy: Choose a patron saint whose
virtues you would like to emulate in this year, and entrust 2021 to their special intercession. This is a great
way to guard against the typical two-week lifespan of
New Year’s resolutions. With a saint to walk with you
and inspire you, it will be easier for you to attain your
goal!
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the saints - our extended family in heaven
MONDAY, JANUARY 4

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

Saint Charles of Mount Argus

Born into a
wealthy and
influential Episcopalian family,
the daughter of
a Dr. Richard
Bayley; Elizabeth was raised
in the New York
high society of
the late 18th
century. Her
mother died
when Elizabeth
was three years
old, her baby
sister a year later. In 1794 at
age 19 she married the wealthy businessman William
Magee Seton, and was the mother of
five.
About ten years into the marriage, William’s business failed, and
soon after he died of tuberculosis, leaving Elizabeth an impoverished widow
with five small children. For years Elizabeth had felt drawn to Catholicism, believing in the Real Presence in the Eucharist and in the lineage of the Church
going back to Christ and the Apostles.
She converted to Catholicism, entering
the Church on March 14, 1805, alienating
many of her strict Episcopalian family in
the process.
To support her family, and insure the proper education of her children, she opened a school in Boston.
Though a private and secular institution, from the beginning she ran it
along the lines of a religious community. At the invitation of the archbishop,
she established a Catholic girl’s school
in Baltimore, Maryland which initiated
the parochial school system in America.
To run the system she founded the Sisters of Charity in 1809, the first native
American religious community for
women.

Fourth of eleven children born to Peter
Joseph and Elizabeth Jane Houban.
Made his first Communion at age 13.
Studied at Sittard; he was a slow learner,
but a very dedicated student. Enlisted
in the military in 1840, and served five
years. After the military, Joannes
worked briefly in his uncle’s mill. He
joined the Passionists at Ere, Belgium
on November 5, 1845, taking the name
Charles of Saint Andrew. Ordained on
December 21, 1850. Assigned to England
in 1852 where he often worked with Irish
immigrants fleeing the Potato Famine.
Transferred on July 6, 1857 to a retreat
house in an area near Dublin,
Ireland called
Mount Argus.
Except for a
brief trip to
England in
1866, he spent
the rest of his
remaining 36
years there. He
invigorated the
area faithful,
and was a noted healer.
When word of
his holiness spread, carriages came to
fetch him to the bed side of the sick,
and he daily received mounds of mail
with prayer requests. The whole city,
including non-Catholics, recognized the
holiness of Father Charles, and
mourned his passing.

Born: August 28, 1774 in New York City,
New York, USA as Elizabeth Ann Bayley
Died: January 4, 1821 in Emmitsburg,
Maryland of natural causes
Canonized: September 14, 1975 by Pope
Paul VI

Saint Andre Bessette

Born: December 11, 1821 in Munstergeleen, Limburg, Netherlands as

Joannes Andreas Houben

Died: January 5, 1893 at Mount Argus,
Ireland from an infected leg wound
received in a carriage accident
Canonized: June 3, 2007 by Pope Benedict XVI at Saint Peter’s Basilica, Rome,
Italy

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
Son of a woodcutter, and eighth of
twelve children. His father died in a
work-related accident, his mother of
tuberculosis, and he was adopted at
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age twelve by a
farmer uncle who
insisted he work for
his keep. Over the
years Andre worked
as a farmhand,
shoemaker, baker,
blacksmith, and
factory worker. At
25 he applied to join
the Congregation of
the Holy Cross; Andre was initially refused due to poor health, but he gained
the backing of Bishop Bourget, and was
accepted.
Doorkeeper at Notre Dame College, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. Sacristan, laundry worker and messenger. He
spent much of each night in prayer, and
on his window sill, facing Mount Royal,
was a small statue of Saint Joseph, to
whom Andre was especially devoted.
“Some day,” Andre believed, “Saint Joseph will be honored on Mount Royal.”
Andre had a special ministry to
the sick. He would rub the sick person
with oil from a lamp in the college
chapel, and many were healed. Word of
his power spread, and when an epidemic broke out at a nearby college, Andre
volunteered to help; no one died. The
trickle of sick people to his door became a flood. His superiors were uneasy; diocesan authorities were suspicious; doctors called him a quack. “I do
not cure,” he always said; “Saint Joseph
cures.” By his death, he was receiving
80,000 letters each year from the sick
who sought his prayers and healing.
For many years the Holy Cross
authorities had tried to buy land on
Mount Royal. Brother Andre and others
climbed the steep hill and planted
medals of Saint Joseph on it, and soon
after, the owners yielded, which incident helped the current devotion to
Saint Joseph by those looking to buy or
sell a home. Andre collected money to
build a small chapel and received visitors there, listening to their problems,
praying, rubbing them with Saint Joseph’s oil, and curing many. The chapel
is still in use.
Born: August 9, 1845 as Alfred Bessette
Died: January 6, 1937 of ‘gastric catarrh’
in the infirmary in Canada
Canonized: October 17, 2010 by Pope
Benedict XVI

Christmas flower donations

the church on infallibility (continued)
Taken from the “Encyclopedia of Catholic Doctrine”
Scope, Nature, Origins of Infallibility

IN MEMORY OF:
Mike Tomino, Sr. &
the Tomino Family
The D’Amico Family
Gerald “J.J.” Streva
Peter Guarisco
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Guarisco
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Streva
Ludy J. Young, Lucille M. Young, June Boutin,
Francois Boutin, Don Knaut
Jared “Sanders” Cocke, Jr.
Gwendolyn Romero, Loren LeBlanc
Chris Gambel
Marie & Leon Walker, Beverly King
Mr. & MNrs. Guy Kratzer, Mr. Richard “Dick” Kratzer
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert E. Doucet
Father Attos, Samira Akroush

marriage anniversary mass
The annual Diocesan Marriage Anniversary Mass will be held on Sunday,
February 14, 2021 at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Rayne. The 2 p.m. Mass will
be celebrated by Bishop J. Douglas
Deshotel. Pre-registration by no later
than January 31, 2021 is required for all couples who
wish to be honored as they celebrate 25, 40, 50, 60 or
more years of married life during the year 2021. COVID
RESTRICTIONS: Couples celebrating will have reserved
seating. Masks are highly recommended. Seating for
those not celebrating are on a first come, first serve
basis until max capacity is reached. The Mass will be
live streamed on our Diocese of Lafayette Facebook
page and YouTube channel. Please go to the following
link to register: https://diolaf.org/marriage-anniversarymass-information.

school news
Jan. 4
Jan. 5
Jan. 5
Jan. 8

Classes Resume
Alumni Council Meeting
Faculty Meeting
School Mass

WELCOME BACK
TO OUR
STUDENTS,
TEACHERS AND STAFF!

Infallibility is not to be confused with the charism of inspiration,
nor is it to be considered a source of new revelations. What matters is to “hold fast what you have, until I come” (Rv 2:25), to ‘guard
what has been entrusted to you” (1 Tm 6:20).
“The infallibility which the divine redeemer wished to endow his Church in defining doctrine pertaining to faith and morals, is co-extensive with the deposit of revelation” (Vatican Council
II, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, 25; cf.
CCC 2035). The Church lives with the life of Christ. Her faith expresses his mind, constantly clarifying itself to us through the ages. Infallibility therefore is a possession and prerogative of the entire Church. Our Lord’s words “Go, teach; I am with you always”
apply to the whole body of the faithful, united in belief down
through the ages. But the guarantee contained in these words
has been more particularly given to the Magisterium - the teaching office exercised by the bishops and the Pope. “It is this Magisterium’s task to preserve God’s people from deviations and defections and to guarantee them the objective possibility of professing the true faith without error...To fulfill this service, Christ endowed the Church’s shepherds with the charism of infallibility in
matters of faith and morals” (CCC 890).
The promise of Matthew 28:18-20, “Go and make disciples
of all nations...I am with you always, to the close of the age,”
should be seen in the light of the earlier guarantee addressed to
all the Apostles: “Whatever you [plural] loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven” (Mt 18:18); and this latter promise made to the
whole apostolic college should in turn be understood in the light
of the prior commission made to Peter alone: “You are Peter and
on this rock I will build my church;...and whatever you [singular]
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
[singular] loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt 16:18-19).
So the Second Vatican Council teaches: “The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue
of his office, when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful...he proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith
or morals. For that reason his definitions are rightly said to be irreformable by their very nature and not by reason of the assent of
the Church, inasmuch as they were made with the assistance of
the Holy Spirit promised to him in the person of blessed Peter
himself” (Lumen Gentium, 25). The College of Bishops, when united in faith with the Roman Pontiff, also teaches infallibly. “The infallibility promised to the Church is also present in the body of
bishops when, together with Peter’s successor, they exercise the
supreme teaching office” (Lumen Gentium, 25), either in the solemn declarations of ecumenical councils or in and through their
ordinary Magisterium.
The charism of infallibility enables us to hear the voice of
Christ, speaking through those whom he has appointed. It is an
expression of God’s mercy: to endure that truth he has communicated remains accessible to us.

To be concluded in next week’s bulletin.
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Please be advised that the Diocese of Lafayette Central Office is currently accepting
applications for the position of Priests’ Benefits Coordinator. For further details as well as
instructions to apply, please visit our employment page at www.diolaf.org/
employment.

Sacred Heart Enthronements
Call the Parish Office to
schedule your Sacred Heart
Home Enthronement. Promoters go into the home to
conduct the Enthronement,
which follows a 9 day period
of prayer by the family.

Prayer for Cancer Patients
A statue of St. Peregrine, patron of cancer patients, is
made available to go into the
homes of those diagnosed
with cancer. This statue of St.
Peregrine was acquired from
a convent in the city of Lille,
northern France. The statue
was hand-painted by nuns in
the mid 1900s. Call the parish
office to get on the roster.

this week on formed

Prayer Calendar for Priests
MONDAY, JANUARY 4: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Watch: Brother Francis: The Saints
Watch: Cat Chat: Season 1, Episode 4: Building the Kingdom
Read: Married Saints and Blesseds through the Centuries

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5: St. Charles of Saint Andrew Houben
Listen: Holiness is Always in Season
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6: St. Andre’ Bessette
Watch: God’s Doorkeeper
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10: St. Gregory of Nyssa
Listen: Holiness is Always in Season
The Baptism of the Lord
Study: Reborn
Watch: Ready Reasons: Is Baptism Necessary for Salvation?
Watch: Ready Reasons: Is Full Immersion Baptism Necessary?
Listen: Changed Forever; Listen: Our Beautiful End
St. Thomas More Catholic High School 2021-2022
application is available online January 15-22 for
priority status. Required documents are accepted January 19-22 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and
January 20 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Robyn Alfonso at 988-7779 or
robyn.alfonso@stmcougars.net. For a viral tour of our campus, visit
stmcougars.net/admissions.
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Monday, January 4
Bishop Emeritus Michael Jarrell
Tuesday, January 5
Rev. Chaplain Col. Louis V. Ledoux
Wednesday, January 6
Rev. Mark LeDoux
Thursday, January 7
Rev. Austin Leger
Friday, January 8
Rev. Lambertus Lein, SVD
Saturday, January 9
Abbot James Liprie, OSB
Sunday, January 10
Rev. Jamie Lorenzo, LC
Send the names of those who have left
the church to St. Monica Sodality, c/o St.
John Cantins Parish, 825 N. Carpenter
Street, Chicago, IL 60622-5499. The Sodality will include your loved ones in
their prayers and sacrifices. When all
other efforts fail, the only thing left to do
is pray and sacrifice. Consider joining
the St. Monica Sodality. Writing to the
above address will give you information
on how to do so and the requirements
for membership.
The Blessing of the Unborn Child
follows the Sunday 9 & 11:00 a.m. Masses
the 1st weekend of the month.

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS AND INFORMATION
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS ARE
SUSPENDED OR
MEETING VIRTUALLY UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE!
Women’s Group
“WOMEN OF GRACE”

(Contact Stephanie at the Parish
Office for upcoming events!)
Mommy Meals
- Outreach to new moms
Mercy Meal Team
- Outreach to the sick
St. Gemma Food Bank
- Outreach to the needy

Mary’s Mothers

Formation for mothers
of school age children
Catholic Daughters
- 3rd Thursday, 6 pm
Knights of Columbus
- 1st Thursday, 7 pm
Sts. Joachim & Anne Society
- 2nd Tuesday - Rosary/Social
Fatima Mercy Works
- Monthly outreach to needy

Men’s Group - CAST
CAST stands for Catholic, Apostolic, Sacramental, Theology, and is
the focus of a Fall and Spring
Fishing Retreat in Grand Isle. The
CAST men then meet regularly on
a monthly basis for fellowship and
study. CAST Masses are every
Monday morning at 6:15 a.m. and
Tuesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. If
interested in making the CAST
retreat, contact the Parish Office.

6th through 8th grade
YOUTH FORMATION
(Contact Stephanie Supple
for more information)
Young Women of Grace and
Young Warriors

THE CHURCH - SEXUALITY
Engaged Couples

PRO-LIFE APOSTOLATE
Project Rachel

Attend a Catholic Engaged
Encounter Weekend. The
weekend is open to any engaged
couple wanting to prepare for a
deeper more meaningful life
together. For more information
contact Paul & Carolyn Trahan at
337.254.8947 or 337.898.9257 or
cee.trahan@gmail.com.

A post abortion healing and reconciliation program for those suffering the negative effects of an abortion experience. Individual sessions
are offered where one can receive
the healing grace of God through a
9-10 step healing program. Take the
first step and call 337.261.5598.

Natural Family Planning

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat

Natural Family Planning Courses
are held in conjunction with
marital prep. FMI, Contact the
Parish Office.

Reclaim

Sexual Health Catholic Recovery
Program:
reclaimsexualhealth.com (online
help 24/7)

Porn Addiction Support
Group for Men:
Weekly meetings are held for
one hour and fifteen minutes.
Strict confidentiality is observed.
A confidentiality statement is
signed by each prospective
member of the group. Call and
leave a confidential message at
337.945.3995 for more
information.

Healing Hearts

Weekly meetings for women
whose lives have been affected
by porn or sexual addiction of a
loved one.

Must sign confidentiality
statement.
Call 337.404.6113.

Unplanned Pregnancy

Call 1.800.256.7222 for free
confidential counseling
regarding keeping or placing
your baby.
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The next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
for healing after abortion is scheduled for April 9-11, 2021. The retreat
begins at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and
concludes at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information please call
337.261.5598.

Project Joseph

(for men suffering

after an abortion)

In honor of the year of St. Joseph,
the Office of Pro-Life Apostolate has
begun planning the Diocese of Lafayette’s first Project Joseph Retreat
exclusively for men. This ministry
offers men the opportunity to heal
after an abortion. Studies have
shown that women are not the only
ones who suffer from the detrimental effects of abortion. Men are
deeply affected as well, although
many remain in denial and want to
bury the feelings. Some may have
initially felt relief after their partner’s
abortion but now experience regret
and remorse. If you or someone you
know would like to attend a Project
Joseph Retreat, please call
337.261.5598. We are happy to speak
with you and prepare you for the
first retreat which will be held June
12, 2021.

SESSIONS OF “COME, LORD JESUS!”
ARE SUSPENDED OR
MEETING VIRTUALLY
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!

